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synthesis means near the condenser means. 


(57) Abstract: A compact and simple optical 
pickup device which can achieve, when data 
are recorded/reproduced on/from optical disks 
having different substrate thicknesses by a 
plurality of optical systems of the optical 
pickup device, image-formation magnifications 
necessary for the individual optical systems while 
maintaining sufficient quantities of condensed 
lights necessary for recording/reproducing data 
on/from the optical disks, and which is free from 
any performance degradation at the lens shifting 
time. The optical pickup device comprises 
first and second light sources for emitting light 
beams of different wavelengths corresponding 
to the types of optical information recording 
media, a beam splitter as synthesis means, a 
collimator lens as optical conversion means, and 
an objective lens as condenser means. Further 
comprised is optical path length changing means 
such as a prism mirror made of a high refractive 
index material, which is interposed between the 
synthesis means and the condenser means for 
elongating the optical path length (length in air 
terms) in a state in which the first light source is 
arranged closer than the back focus of the optical 
conversion means and the second light source 
is arranged farther than the back focus of the 
optical conversion means, thereby arranging the 
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